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Thanks to grandpa Robert, two
young Bodines were able to show
off their matching IH Cub Lo-Boys at
Moulton.

‘ The air-conditioned meeting room
Chapter #23 members get settled in for the 11:00 o’clock meeting at Moulton. Officers made the RPRU meeting at Moulton
and Directors were happy to see that more than 40 members were present on June 3. a lot more comfortable.
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This impressive display of Cub Cadets at Moulton was one of the best that Chapter #23 members have seen at a local show.
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First Cotton Picker
in Etowah County

By Danny Crownover
© Gadsden Messenger, 2017

Until after World War II, the Cotton South remained
poor, backward and unmechanized. With minor
exceptions, most cotton tasks —plowing, cultivating and
harvesting—were done by hand. Though sharecropping
stifled the region’s attempts to mechanize, too many
farmers — both tenants and owners — were trying to
survive on small and uneconomical farms, trapping
themselves in poverty.

The first mechanical cotton picker ever seen in
Etowah County was first displayed for two days in
September of 1948 at the old Nesbitt Truck & Tractor
Company located at that time on Locust and Fourth
streets. The machine then was delivered to Graham
Brown, who at that time was a 23-year old veteran of
World War II. Before the week was over, Brown was
harvesting cotton on his father Roy Brown’s farm in
Coates Bend.

Graham Brown was a renter and had 180 acres in
cotton. He also used the machine to pick cotton for his
Coates Bend neighbors.

NESBITT
TRUCK AND TRACTOR CO.

INTERNATIONAL

Sales -- Service

Complete Line of Parts

INTERNATIONAL
HARVESTER

TRUCKS - TRACTORS - POWER UNITS
FARM MACHINERY

Dairy Equipment and Supplies
Milk Coolers — Milking Machines

Refrigerators — Freezers

401 Locust St. Telephones 409 and 2432

This ad was found in Polk’s Gadsden, AL City Directory for
1947 - 1948.

A hydraulic process operated all of the machinery,
and its operation was very simple. One man did all the
work.

Tests at that time showed that 95 percent of the
cotton was picked without damage to plant or green
bolls and was picked clean.

A buzzer warned the driver when anything

went wrong with

Brown served in the
U.S. Navy for three
years, with 16 months
overseas. Brown’s
picker weighed over
10,100 pounds and was
12 feet, eight inches high
including the large metal
basket on top. The cost
was $7,900, but with the
tax added, Brown paid
out $8,058 total for the
picker ($83,139.28 in
today’s dollars).

All of Brown’s cotton
was picked from the
stalks by 600 barbed
spindles that made 2,000
revolutions per minute.
Revolving doffers
removed the cotton
from the spindles. A fan
then blew against metal
cleaning grates, that
removed dirt and trash.
The cotton was then
blown into a large basket, which was emptied into a
trailer, truck or wagon by automatic control.

The capacity of this particular machine was one bale
an hour. Brown operated the machine day and night.

Pictured is G.L. Brown of Murrycross in the 1940s aboard his new
McCormick Deering cotton picker, the first of its kind used in
Etowah County.

the machinery. Mr.
Nesbitt, the manager of
the store that the picker
came from, said that
the machine was almost
foolproof.

The cotton picker
was a product of the
McCormick-Deering
engineers and  was
manufactured by
the International
Harvester ~ Company,
which had just built a
new $33,000,000 plant
at  Memphis, Tenn.
The company put its
inventors and engineers
to work on the picking
problems back in the
1910s  until all the
problems were solved.

By the early 1940s,
the company created a
model that it believed
would work, and since
that time perfected it even more. At that time, it was a
scientific breakthrough to come out with a mechanical
cotton picker, and Etowah County had one of the first
ones.

This story first appeared in the May 12, 2017 edition of the weekly Gadsden Messenger newspaper. Reprinted with permission of
the publisher. Special thanks to Buck Brown (#415) of Alexandria, AL for bringing this to our attention.
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THE AWARDS PALACE We Buy & Sell Used
Mﬂﬁﬂa %w@tm& Farm Equipment
Culiman, Alabama 35055
uliiman, Alabama )
e seoal CAMPBELL’S USED PARTS
256-737-8796 FAX TRACTORS & IMPLEMENTS
Randy Sparxks 4351 Pulaski Highway
awardspalace@gmail.com Lawrenceburg, TN 38464
www.awardspalace.com (931) 762-7185
Royal Tneatmont Fiox Every Customor JAMES W. CAMPBELL (931) 242-5211
Little Red Tractor Co. LLC .
Parts for Old IH Tractors & Equipment Jean,s On The Rlver
Manuals for most brands of Tractors & Implements
hromed Tools
H Chromed T Restaurant

Glen Minarik \\ ,/

402) 986-1352
1(24 M)arion S:eet Open Thursday thru Sunday
Howells, NE 68641 11:00 AM to 8:30 PM
e-mail: glen@littleredtractor.net

www.littleredtractorco.com ,
Hours: Monday-Thursday 8-5 V4

\\ Phone Phone
(205) 483-0024 (205) 6487171




