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The photos above show Winter Convention attendees enjoying some of the attractions at the John Wayne museum in Ft. Worth, 
one of the day trips made available for visitors by Texas Chapter #25.

The Chapter #23 meeting at Hartselle in March 
went on in spite of potential bad weather that day.

Jana Bodine set up shop in the big barn at Southland Flywheeler’s Farm 
park to sell caps and shirts and collect entries for the 50/50 drawing.

Joe Criswell had this impressive group of restored CASE tractors lined up to greet visitors as they came through the gate to visit 
his annual spring show at Snead Equipment Co. in Snead, AL.
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A nice display of Farmalls on show in front of the Snead Equipment dealership.

Snead Equipment Co. has become one of the premier vendors in the United States for sales and service for the powerful heavyweight 
CASE/IH Steiger tractors. This service truck travels far and wide to help operators with repairs they can’t make themselves. 

One of Snead Equipment’s big Steiger tractors available for sale or rental.

Two original condition Farmalls at Snead.

Vintage red tractors in front of Snead Equipment.
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Harold Beck (member #107) of Fyffe, AL passed 
away on Tuesday, November 5, 2024. Funeral 
services are set for 2pm Thursday, November 7, 
2024 from the W.T. Wilson Funeral Chapel. Burial 
will be in Green’s Chapel Cemetery. The family 
will receive friends from 5 until 8 pm Wednesday 
at the funeral home. W.T. Wilson Funeral Chapel 
is in charge of arrangements.

He is survived by his wife, Retha Higgins Beck; 
honorary daughter, Dana Mitchell; honorary sons, 
Chad Miller and William Blackwell; sister, Juanita 
Gorham; brother, Terry Beck, and several nieces 
and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Ernest 
and Gurtha Beck; sisters, Bennie Faye Miller and 
Dianette Blackwell.

Jerry Wade Briley, age 78, (member #527) of 
Killen, passed away November 18, 2024, at his 
residence. He was a member of Atlas Church of 
Christ, serving faithfully as a Deacon for over 40 

Harold Beck • 1942-2024

Remembering Recently Deceased Members

Harold and Retha Beck at Snead tractor in April 2024.

A Memorial Donation in the name of each member has been made to the 
McCormick – International Collection at the Wisconsin Historical Society.

Jerry Briley • 1946-2025

Jerry Briley (left) frequently displayed antique tools and 
related items for sale at tractor shows in North Alabama.

years. Jerry was a retired carpenter and member 
of the Carpenter’s Local #1209, owned Briley 
Cabinet Shop and worked in heavy construction. 
He was a member of the Shoals Antique Engine and 
Tractor Club, where he served as the Secretary/
Treasurer for over 20 years. He graduated from 
Colbert County High School in 1964 and recently 
celebrated his 60th class reunion. Jerry was a 
Veteran of the United States Army Reserve. 

Survivors include: wife, Peggy Glover Briley, 
Killen, AL; daughter, Dana Briley Roberts 
(Michael), Killen, AL; sister, Bernice Kirby, 
Trinity, AL; grandson, Jake Ellison Roberts, 
Killen, AL.

Preceded in death by: parents, Lonnie Grant 
Briley Sr. & Virgie Iowa Grissom Briley; brothers: 
Malcolm Briley, Lonnie Briley, Jr., William Briley; 
sister, Mildred Berryman.

Memorials can be made to Atlas Church of 
Christ Building Fund or North Alabama Christian 
Children’s Home
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Jerry Briley • 1946-2025

faculty, where he directed research 
for Masters and PhD candidates. His 
basic traction research culminated 
in leadership of national and 
international programs as National 
Technical Advisor for Traction and 
Controlled Traffic.

Dr. Taylor was preceded in death 
by his son, Dr. James R. (Jim) Taylor. 
He is survived by his wife of 73½ 
years, Virginia Taylor; one daughter, 
Jennifer (Jim) Carson of Birmingham; 
three grandchildren, Hayley (Jimbo) 
Tucker, Jim (Courtney) Carson IV, 
and Kayleigh Taylor; and five great-
grandchildren: Carson, Caleb, 
Judah, and Mae Tucker and Ellis 

Carson; a brother Bob (Margaret) Taylor and 
nieces and nephews.

Memorials may be made to Parkway Baptist 
Church or designate to The Virginia Rutledge 
Taylor Endowed Scholarship Fund at Parkway 
Baptist Church.
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Dr. James H. (Jim) Taylor (member 
#202) was born January 28, 1929, in 
Tishomingo County, MS and passed 
away on January 27, 2025. Memorial 
service will be on Thursday, January 
30, 2025, at 2 pm at Parkway Baptist 
Church, Auburn, AL. A private 
burial will be held earlier. Visitation 
is at 1 pm, one hour preceding the 
memorial service.

Dr. Jim was a charter member of 
Parkway Baptist Church where he 
served as deacon and sunday school 
teacher. He was a veteran (US Navy 
Air) of the Korean conflict. He was 
president of the Auburn Lions Club, 
1972-73. He graduated from Belmont, 
Mississippi High School in 1946 and 
received a BS in Agricultural Engineering from 
Mississippi State University in 1951, worked eight 
years for International Harvester Co. in Memphis, 
TN before moving his family to Auburn in 1959 for 
graduate study, receiving the first PhD from the 
Bio-Systems Engineering Department in 1964.

Dr. Taylor spent 30 years as a research engineer 
with the USDA-ARS National Soil Dynamics lab 
and adjunct professor on the AU Graduate School 

Kent Davis (member #21) 
was a charter member of Inter-
national Harvester Collectors, 
Alabama Chapter #23. He was 
also proud to be member #484 of 
the national club, having joined 
in its earliest days and several 
years before Chapter #23 was 
chartered in 1998.

Visitation for the Davis family 
will be at 10:00 am on Tuesday, 
January 28 at Foreman Funeral 
Home, Andalusia, AL.

A graveside service will follow 
at 11 am in the Rose Hill Cem-
etery, Dozier, AL.

Kent is survived by his wife, 

Lucy Davis; two special neph-
ews, Wade (Bonita) Jones and 
Lowell Jones; a half brother, 
Collie Davis; and a half sister, 
Dorthy Brown.

Kent is preceded in death by 
his parents, Edgar and Ola Da-
vis; seven brothers; and three 
sisters.

In lieu of flowers, it is request-
ed that donations be made to the 
Rose Hill Cemetery upkeep fund.

Those wishing to express con-
dolences to the family or share a 
special memory of Mr. Kent E. 
Davis may do so at www.fore-
manfuneralhome.com. 
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Randy Bodine and Jim Taylor 
with the “Elvis” tractor toy.

While working for International Harvester in Memphis, Jim 
Taylor sold Elvis Presley an I-300 Utility tractor to use at 
Graceland. “Elvis Tractor” story is at www.alabamaihc.org.

Kent and Lucy Davis at a Chapter 
#23 meeting in 2003 at Athens, AL. 
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